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Statement of the Syrian Networks League on the decision of the World Health Organization
to include the Syrian regime as a member of its Executive Board representing Middle East
countries.

29 May 2021

Syrian Networks League (SNL): An institution that brings together the coordinating bodies of Syrian
Civil Society Organizations, gathered by a transparent coordination mechanism within credible,
pluralistic participatory frameworks, aiming at mobilizing the energies of civil coordination bodies to
ensure the creative expression of the aspirations of Syrian Civil Society, and develop its initiatives with
the aim of advocacy for its issues and building its capabilities to promote comprehensive development.

Syrian Networks League consists of eight coordination bodies. These coordination bodies include 185
organizations working in the humanitarian and civil fields in Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, and Turkey.

Since 2012 until now, the Syrian regime and its allies have Targeting hundreds of health facilities and
ambulances in areas outside its control, where the facilities bearing the signs of international protection
(the Red Crescent and the Red Cross) were deliberately targeted instead of being avoided and
protected. Hundreds of health workers, patients, and other civilians were killed and injured by these
attacks.

For Ten years, Syrian civil society organizations have called for the protection of hospitals and health
workers through all international platforms and forums. These violations have been documented and
denounced by the international community, including the World Health Organization.

We as civil society organizations are disappointed and shocked by the election of Syria as a new member
of the WHO Executive Board. This disgraceful action is a setback for efforts to support the cause of
protecting health facilities, health workers, and humanitarian and rescue workers.

We denounce wasting the rights of our fellow martyrs and other victims who killed in these attacks,
and we also strongly condemn the reward of an international agency (WHO) to the executioner and
consider him a partner instead of being legally pursued by the international community.

Syrian civil society considers the election of the Syrian regime as a new member of the executive board
of the World Health Organization an unacceptable and unjustified bias that legitimizes crimes and
violations instead of condemning them.

Syrian civil society organizations will intensify their efforts to shed light on violations and work by all

available means to achieve justice for all victims and continue to pursue the regime and its institutions
to expose their violations and lift their legitimacy.
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