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Statement of the Syrian Networks Association regarding the World Humanitarian Day

August 19% 2022

On August 19,2003, an attack on the Canal Hotel in Baghdad, Iraq, killed 22 humanitarian workers, including the United Nations
Secretary-General's Special Representative for Irag, Sergio Vieira de Mello. Five years later, the General Assembly adopted a
resolution declaring August 19 World Humanitarian Day.

In view of the never-ending disasters and wars, and in view of the inability of international community to put an end to the
massacres and suffering resulting from the wars that afflict many countries in the world and which affects the most vulnerable

people.

Despite the weak capabilities and control of political decision-making on any humanitarian intervention, no matter how great its
catastrophic impact on those affected. On this day, we at the Syrian Networks League - SNL appreciate and value the efforts of
humanitarian workers and those who have lost their lives on the job. They have done everything in their power to help the most
vulnerable people, especially humanitarian workers in Syrian context. For eleven years, humanitarian workers have been
providing uninterrupted assistance to our displaced, and wounded people who have been subjected to the worst bombardments

by the Syrian regime and its allies.

We pay our respects to humanitarian workers around the world and pledge to do all we can to advocate for them and underscore
the need to protect their vital work.

Today, we give thanks to the hundreds of thousands of volunteers, professionals and people affected by crises who are providing
urgent medical care, shelter, food, protection, WASH and more. And to the resurgence of those who have died in the line of
duty.

In these extraordinary circumstances, humanitarian action proves to be a necessity for the unity of humanity's destiny and a
reason for joint efforts to improve human conditions.

This day is an opportunity to remember the worldwide campaigns for humanity and what humanitarian workers have done to

help the victims of wars and those affected by their disasters.

Despite the extraordinary efforts made to save and protect lives in times of crisis, 60 million people are forced to leave their homes
due to violence and conflict, and disasters occur in many parts of the world every year. In 2021, 460 humanitarian workers were

attacked, resulted 140 casualties, 203 wounded, and 117 kidnapped.

We at Syrian Networks League — SNL actively and continuously advocate for humanitarian workers and the great risks they face
in the course of their work, and we always try to raise their voices so that the United Nations fulfils its obligations to protect

humanitarian workers and safeguard their lives in the course of their work.
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