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Ladies and gentlemen, at this annual forum, under an inspiring title on the future of
Syria and the region, we send you all our best regards and trust that your efforts and
our efforts offer this future an opportunity to be defined as peaceful, free, just and
equal, and to foster a partnership across the Mediterranean.

Hence the Syrian civil society assumed a strong sense of responsibility for its vision
and role, and from here we also look to the Northern Mediterranean region with
optimism. You have experienced the cruelty of war and the happiness of peace, and
we believe that this allows you to understand our country's reality with the creed of
creative solidarity.

As for the future of our country and the region, and despite the hardness of reality,
hundreds of thousands of activists and civic actors are building and developing
personal and collective experiences, theoretical knowledge and practical tools that
reduce this constant loss in life, resources and society.

Committed to civic values and to profound interests of the population, they are
interpreting this into constructive policies and are confident that the main entry point
for all of this is the support to an inclusive political solution, shifting the efforts from
investing in conflict to investing in a solution, and we trust that you share this
approach with us. We are also interested in presenting the following list of common
points for the current phase:

1. Abiding by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International
Covenant on Civic and Political Rights are key points for civic work in Syria and on
Syria.

2. We believe that a just and comprehensive political solution based on Security
Council resolution 2254 is the main entry point for ensuring the future of Syria; a just
and comprehensive future that includes all Syrian citizens within its territorial integrity
and guarantees the withdrawal of all occupying and foreign forces from all Syrian
territory, including the occupied Golan.

3. We demand the release of all detainees, abductees, and kidnapped persons, and
uncovering the fate of all missing persons by all parties.

4. To ensure a just and prosperous future for Syria, we need a safe, voluntary and
dignified return of all refugees and displaced persons to their homes of origin while
ensuring their rights are secure in a safe and neutral environment.

5. We are aware of the depth of the economic crisis that Syrians are exposed to
inside and outside Syria, and that the Syrian economic situation is on the verge of a
disaster. We are, therefore, working to avoid the humanitarian consequences of this
crisis and to ensure that all the needs are serviced through all modality options with
optimal direct point. We demand that all civilians be spared from the impact of
sanctions and restrictive measures, and we demand that all humanitarian exemptions
be put into effect to ensure the greatest possible access to all Syrians wherever they
are, and to ensure the transparency of such access.



These are the values that drive our public service engagement and stimulate our
relations with Syrians inside our country and outside, and that is our agenda that we
have developed through our continuous dialog in the civil society support room, in
our meetings here with you and other strategic consultations. When we think of our
lists of friends and allies, we like to say that they are open lists that welcome any
international effort that makes Syria’s peaceful future possible, just and responsive to
rights, that ensures that the conflict is folded and makes the eastern Mediterranean a
real partner in international peace-building.

This is our humble ask to join forces in supporting planting seeds of hope and dignity
instead of allowing the destruction to continue.

Sincerely yours,



